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{Burroughs was invited by a pastor to speak to his congregation on “the Gospel of 
Nature.”  It made him wonder “whether or not Nature has any gospel.”} 

“When I go to the city. . .the ear is stunned, the nose is outraged, and the eye is 
confused.  When I come back, I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have my 
senses put in tune once more.” 

“Except ye become in a measure as little children, ye cannot enter the kingdom of 
Nature.” 

“The forms and creeds of religion change, but the sentiment of religion--the wonder 
and reverence and love we feel in the presence of the inscrutable universe--
persists. . . .  If we do not go to church so much as did our parents, we go to the woods 
much more, and are much more inclined to make a temple of them than they were.” 

“We now use the word Nature very much as our parents used the word God. . .we 
mean the power that is everywhere present and active. . .a power that we can see and 
touch and hear, and realize every moment of our lives how absolutely we are 
dependent upon it.  There are no atheists or skeptics in regard to this power.” 

‘When we come to see that the celestial and terrestrial are one, that time and eternity 
are one, that mind and matter are one, that death and life are one, that there is and can 
be nothing not inherent in Nature, then we no longer look for or expect a far-off, 
unknown God.” 

“Nature teaches more than she preaches.  There are no sermons in stones. . .it 
teaches history rather than morals.” 

“The way of knowledge of Nature is the way of love and enjoyment, and is more surely 
found in the open air than in the school-room or the laboratory.” 
 
“All that science has to teach me is welcome. . . .  The joy of knowing is very great; the 
delight of picking up the threads of meaning here and there. . .I know well.” 



“The nature-lover is not looking for mere facts, but for meanings, for something to 
translate into the terms of their own life.  S/he wants facts, but significant facts.” 

“I do not go to Nature to be taught.  I go for enjoyment and companionship. . . .  If the 
bird has not preached to me, it has added to the resources of my life, it has widened 
the field of my interests, it has afforded me another beautiful object to love, and has 
helped me feel more at home in this world.” 

“Nature stimulates our aesthetic and our intellectual life and to a certain extent our 
religious emotions, but I fear we cannot find much support for our ethical system in the 
ways of wild Nature. . . .  The animals are neither moral or immoral: they are unmoral.” 

“I certainly have found ‘good in everything’. . .not the ‘good‘ of the Sunday school 
books, but the good of natural law and order, the good of that system of things out of 
which we came and which is the source of our health and strength. . . .  Yes, good in 
everything, because law in everything, truth in everything, cause and effect in 
everything, and it may all be good to me if on the right principles I relate my life to it. . . .  
The bad in things arises from our abuse or misuse of them or from our wrong relations 
to them.” 

“I do not see design in Nature. . .but I see everything working to its own proper end. . . .  
Nature experiments endlessly.  Evolution has worked all around the horizon.” 

“But I am not preaching much of a gospel, am I?  Only the gospel of contentment, of 
appreciation, of heeding simple near-by things--a gospel the burden of which still is 
love, but love that goes hand in hand with understanding.” 

“Of the virtues and beatitudes of which the gospel of Christ makes so much--
meekness, forgiveness, self-denial, charity, love, holiness--Nature knows nothing.” 

“There can be little doubt, I think, but that intercourse with Nature and a knowledge of 
her ways tends to simplicity of life.  We come more and more to see through the follies 
and vanities of the world and to appreciate the real values.” 

“I become more and more in love with simple things and simple folk--a small house, a 
hut in the woods, a tent on the shore.” 

“How the contemplation of Nature as a whole does take the conceit out of us!. . . .  
Natural knowledge takes the conceit out of us, and is the sure antidote to all the petty 
anthropomorphic views of the universe.” 



“The great wheels go round just the same whether they are crushing the man or 
crushing the corn for his bread.  It is all one to the Eternal. . .  All is well in our corner of 
the universe.” 

“Nature is not benevolent; Nature is just. . .makes no exceptions, never tempers her 
decrees with mercy. . .  And in the end is not this best?  This merciless justice. . .it is a 
hard gospel; but rocks are hard too, yet they form the foundations of the hills.” 

“The worlds are only red corpuscles in the arteries of the infinite.” 

“I do not say that human beings are the end and aim of creation. . . .  There is no final 
end, as there was no absolute beginning, and can be none with the infinite.” 

  


